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International Theatre Festival
01. – 03.05.2025 | Spinnbau

Europe!

Ein Projekt im Rahmen der Kulturhauptstadt Europas Chemnitz 2025. 
Diese Maßnahme wird mitfinanziert durch Steuermittel auf der Grundlage 
des vom Sächsischen Landtag beschlossenen Haus-haltes und durch 
Bundesmittel der Beauftragten der Bundesregierung für Kultur und Medien 
sowie durch Mittel der Stadt Chemnitz.



NONSTOP Europe! 2025

In May, it's time for NONSTOP Europe! again! With two major produc-
tions from the Czech Republic and one from Kazakhstan, we are 
hosting top-class artists. In Buřty  v medu (Sausages in Honey), mime 
artists  Vojtěch Svoboda and  Anna Kukuczková from Prague bring a 
performance incorporating stand-up, beatboxing and language 
grotesque. Jídelní vu° z (Dining Car) from Ústí nad Labem, a profoundly 
European comedy on the Prague-Hamburg train route, won the 
prize of the expert jury and the director's prize at the GRAND  Festival 
smíchu in Pardubice in 2024 and was named Comedy of the Year. 
With the Deutsches Theater Almaty, we look beyond Europe's borders: 
in the drama Karagos by Kazakh poet Mukhtar Auesow, we find a 
Romeo and Juliet story with poetic language and elements of dance 
theatre.
Another highlight: the international drama school meeting. Eight 
theatre schools - quirky projects - each lasting a maximum of one hour 
- let's go! And in between there will be an exciting additional program-
me. Three days of NONSTOP Europe! - let's celebrate together!

You can find the detailed programme at: 
https://www.theater-chemnitz.de/schauspiel/nonstop-europa

NONSTOP Europe 2025 – Experience more, save more!

Experience the NONSTOP Europe! 2025 festival in all its diversity! 
Benefit from an exclusive discount when you book several events: 
From the third performance onwards, you will automatically 
receive a 10% discount on the ticket price.
All performances are scheduled in such a way that there are no over-
laps - so you can enjoy every event in its entirety. Secure your tickets 
now and experience a NONSTOP festival.  

International Theatre Festival - A project within the framework of the 
European Capital of Culture 2025



THURSDAY, 1st May  
6.00 pm | Spinnbau Figurentheater

BUŘTY V MEDU
A performance between pantomime, 
beatboxing and language grotesque

Kozel ve fraku, Czech Republic
Performance in Czech with German and English surtitles

Buřty v medu (Sausages in Honey) is an energetic performance by 
Vojtěch Svoboda and Anna Kukuczková that combines pantomime 
with stand-up, beatboxing and language grotesque. Their role models 
include The Umbilical Brothers and Rowan Atkinson.
The two artists are part of the theatre group Kozel ve fraku (The Goat 
in tuxedo), which has specialised in modern pantomime and non-
verbal theatre since 2016. They are at the forefront of the Czech 
pantomime scene and perform internationally. They have been 
performing regularly at the Bravo Theatre in Prague since 2023.

Idea, direction and performance: Vojtěch Svoboda and 
Anna Kukuczková, Kozel ve fraku
Running time: 1 h 15  (without intermission) 
Admission: 16/ discounted 8 euros
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8.00 pm | Spinnbau Ostflügel
Premiere

BANANA JANE
A story about freedom and other little things by Karin Eppler

Die Theater Chemnitz, Germany
Performance in German with English surtitles 

Banana Jane lives in a zoo - and she is a female orangutan. But so-
mething has been strange lately, the animals are behaving different-
ly. Then Jane learns of the animals' plan to break out of the zoo to-
gether. Freedom for all, at last. But who is the mysterious mastermind 
behind the movement? Can you trust someone with such a big issue 
if you don't even know them? Jane is faced with an important deci-
sion - but then the day of liberation comes sooner than she thought.

Director: Sonja Geiger; Stage & Costume Designer: Gesine Kuhn; 
Dramaturg: Kathrin Brune; Performers: Alexander Ganz-Kuhl, 
Konstantin Weber, Andrea Zwicky
Running time: 1 h 20 (without intermission)
Admission: 16/ discounted 8 euros



10.00 pm | Spinnbau Figurentheater

EIN PAAR LEUTE SUCHEN DAS GLÜCK UND LACHEN SICH TOT
Based on the novel by Sibylle Berg

Anton Bruckner Privatuniversität Linz, Austria
Performance in German with English surtitles

Ein paar Leute suchen das Glück und lachen sich tot (A Few People Search 
for Happiness and Laugh Themselves to Death) by Sibylle Berg, 
adapted for the stage by Stephan Bruckmeier, shows the absurdities 
of the modern world with humour and sharp social criticism. Six 
people seek their fortune and fail again and again.
The characters speak openly and without fi lters about their abysses 
- an honest confrontation that seems particularly relevant right now. 
The scenic project was created under the direction of Anne Grabow-
ski with students from the Anton Bruckner Privatuniversität Linz. With 
a mixture of humour and tragedy, the play challenges the audience 
to refl ect on the search for happiness in a superfi cial world.

Director: Anne Grabowski; Performers: Aylin Seyma Sayili, Jannis 
Dege, Daniel Adler, Charlie Sondermann, Stepan Zahainov, Magdalene 
Baehr
Admission: 10/ discounted 5 euros

10.30 pm | Spinnbau, Ostfl ügel- und Figurentheaterfoyer 
NACHTSCHICHT  

AFTER-SHOW PARTY
Admission free!



FRIDAY, 2nd May   
3.00 pm | Spinnbau, Ostflügel

TRUST
Based on the play by Falk Richter

West Universität Temeswar, Romania
Performance in German with English surtitles

Trust is a theatrical reflection on mistrust, isolation and the breakdown 
of human relationships. The characters are trapped in a labyrinth 
of uncertainty, while communication and trust break down.
The production uses emptiness, silence and immobility as symbols 
of a society at a turning point. Fragmented scenes and dysfunctional 
relationships show the disorientation of the modern world.
With haunting images, the play challenges the audience to come to 
terms with their own fear of alienation. 

Director: Florin Vidamski; Dramaturg: Andrea Wolfer; Performers: 
Miruna Contiu, Miriam Stoica, Martin Székely, Dominik Stähler
Running time: 1h 5 Min (without intermission)
Admission: 10/ discounted 5 euros

4.15 pm | Spinnbau, Figurentheater

„UND?!“
A non-verbal project with music

Hochschule für Schauspielkunst Ernst Busch, Germany
Performance without spoken language 

A space and a time and people in it. And these people are waiting. 
And they are The She and The He and The I. And the waiting ends. 
For sure. And what if it doesn't? But what if it does? And then what? 
And?

Musik, direction, text, set design: Ensemble; Dramaturgical 
accompaniment: Holger Kuhla; Performers: Stella Voge, Ujesh 
Buchele, Vanja Hawemann, Andrii Kudin, Moritz Russ, David Schnell
Running time: 40 Minuten (without intermission)
Admission: 10/ discounted 5 euros





5.15 pm | Spinnbau, Ostflügel

HAPPY HUNTING!
A one-person play

Divadelní fakulta Janáčkova akademie 
múzických umění (JAMU), Czech Republic
Performance in Czech with German and English surtitles

The monodrama LOVU ZDAR! (HAPPY HUNTING!) is set at a Czech 
hunter's ball, where gamekeeper Johny Sausage, a somewhat aw-
kward but self-confident character, acts as host. His greatest expe-
rience: the encounter with a ‘mythical stag’, which he spared - a 
decision that still affects him today. But on the night of the ball a 
surprising twist occurs.
The production uses the hunt as a metaphor for power, relationships 
and the dangerous dynamics of toxic masculinity. What begins 
harmlessly leads deep into the abysses of human desires.

Written by: Anna Řehu° r̆ková, Sabina Kašparová; Director: Sabina 
Kašparová; Set designers: Jana Mlatec̆ková, Barbora Netopilová;
Performers: Ema C̆ervenáková, Albert Pazdera (guitar), Aneta 
Mĕsícová (vocals)
Running time: 40 Min (without intermission)
Admission: 10/ discounted 5 euros



6.00 pm | Spinnbau, Große Bühne

DIE NEUEN LEIDEN DES JUNGEN W.
Play in two parts by Ulrich Plenzdorf

Die Theater Chemnitz, Germany
Performance in German with English surtitles  

How do you want to live? Long or rather short and intense? Edgar is 
dead and his father only finds out by chance. He hasn't seen his son 
since he was five years old. Now only the people with whom Edgar 
spent his last months are left to find out who he was.
Inspired by Goethe's epistolary novel The Sorrows of Young Werther, 
Plenzdorf tells a story about love and longing - positioned in the GDR 
of the 1970s. In his search for his place in this world, Edgar finds love 
and rejection, wants to prove himself and fails.  All the while, he is 
accompanied by an old paperback.

Director: Carsten Knödler; Stage & Costume Designer: Künstler-
kollektiv Hänig_Heinrich; Musical direction: Bernd Sikora; Dramaturg: 
Kathrin Brune: Performers: Alida Bohnen, Marko Bullack, Ulrike Euen, 
Dirk Glodde, Clemens Kersten, Konstantin Weber, Patrick Wudtke, 
Sven Zinkan
Running time: 2h 10 Min (with intermission)

8.15 pm | Spinnbau, Hauptfoyer
NACHTSCHICHT

SZENEN EINER VERFASSUNG
A dialogue between Youth and the Basic Law

Der TheaterJugendClub 
in cooperation with the Rotary Club Chemnitz
Performance in German

How relevant is the Basic Law after more than 75 years? The Thea-
treYouthClub sets out in search of answers.  Based on the anthology 
The Basic Law - A Literary Commentary, the young people create a 
staged reading - with their own thoughts, surprising perspectives 
and literary humour. An invitation to reflect on our values - and to 
engage in a dialogue between law and art.

Idea: Prof. Dr. Silke Hüsing; Directed by: Therese Frosch, Maria 
Kordasch; Performers: Members of the TheatreYouthClub Chemnitz
Admission free!



8.30 pm | Spinnbau, Figurentheater

KARAGOS
A dance drama based on a play by Mukhtar Auesow

The State Academic German Drama Theatre, Kazakhstan. 
In cooperation with the Goethe-Institut Kazakhstan
Performance in German with English surtitles

A story of love, separation and social conflict: Karagos by Mukhtar 
Auesow is the Kazakh equivalent of Romeo and Juliet. This classic of 
Kazakh literature is now being performed in German for the first time 
- poetic, profound and full of emotion.
The combination of dance theatre and language creates an evening 
that artfully unites tradition and modernity. Karagos is a joint project 
of the Deutsches Schauspielhaus Almaty and the Goethe-Institut 
Kazakhstan - staged by Natascha Dubs and Florian Bilbao.
After acclaimed guest performances in Berlin, Vienna and Paris, the 
production can now be experienced once again at NONSTOP Europe! 

Director: Natascha Dubs, Florian Bilbao; Performers: Irka Abdul-
manova, Zanggar Akhmetkazy, Akexandra Bashkatova, Anton Du-
darev, Ivan Voronchikhin, Zhanna Kravchenko, Yaroslava Grebyon-
kina, Nurlybek Maulezarypov, Svetlana Skobina, Xenya Mukshtadt, 
Dmitriy Dragoy
Running time: 1 h 20 Min (without intermission)
Admission: 16/ discounted 8 euros 

10.00 pm | Spinnbau, Figurentheaterfoyer
NACHTSCHICHT

Let’s talk about …
Audience conversation with the Deutsches Theater Almaty 
Admission free!
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10.15 pm | Spinnbau, Ostfl ügel
NACHTSCHICHT

lost.lost.lost.
A compilation from eure paläste sind leer by Thomas Köck

Schauspielstudio und Opernstudio der Theater Chemnitz
Performance in German with English surtitles

What remains when buildings fall into disrepair and relationships break 
down? A priest continues to hold services in an abandoned church - 
and encounters ghosts who cannot detach themselves from life.
In a fi rst-time collaboration, the drama studio and the opera studio 
created a thought-provoking project based on eure paläste sind leer 
(all we ever wanted) by Thomas Köck, supplemented by their own 
texts and music. Between sacred atmosphere and decay, the young 
artists ask what they hold on to – and what holds them back. 

Idea, text, set and costume design: Ensemble; Production 
accompaniment: Ulrike Euen; Dramaturgical accompaniment:
Friederike Pank, Agnieszka Jabłońska; Music: David Gatchel; Perfor-
mers: Kevin Bianco, Hubert Chojniak, Luis Huayna, Dana Koganova, 
Judith Wurm 
Admission free!

11.00 pm | Spinnbau, Hauptfoyer 
NACHTSCHICHT

After-Show-Party
Admission free!
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SATURDAY, 3rd May
3.00 pm | Spinnbau, Ostflügel

: DOPPELPUNKT
A futuristic adventure without words

Divadelní fakulta Akademie múzických 
umění v Praze (DAMU), Czech Republic
Performance without spoken language

A man with a hippopotamus head, a mysterious device, a girl in 
search of freedom - their paths cross in a post-apocalyptic city.
The production was created at Prague's DAMU as a study project 
with participants from three different disciplines of the Alternative 
and Puppet Theatre Faculty. Inspired by children's literature, an origi-
nal story with unusual characters and plenty of room for imagina-
tion was created.

Director: Lukáš Horn; Set Designer: Mariana Červenková; Performers:
Václav Ponikelský, Karolína Kubešová, Gagik Chilingaryan
Running time: 40 Minuten (without intermission)
Admission: 10/ discounted 5 euros



4.30 pm | Spinnbau, Figurentheater

CAN WE TALK ABOUT THIS?
A scene collage as a movement project

Filmuniversität Babelsberg Konrad Wolf, Germany
Performance in German with English surtitles

What does the body reveal about power, control, sensuality and 
vulnerability? And how can these patterns be questioned through 
movement? Can we talk about this? is a piece about physical conditions, 
social mechanisms and the search for new forms of expression. The 
result is a multi-layered collage that understands theatre as a moving 
practice - open, experimental and collaborative. 

Artistic direction: Prof. Lara Martelli und Ulrich Huhn; Music: Christian 
Meyer, Gregori Klosman & Tony Romera; Performers: Emma Luisa 
Falck, Lucy Gartner, Diyar Ilhan, Daniil Kremkin, Manuel Leuchtenberg, 
Marta Martin, Calypso Oellerich, Laurids Schürmann, Caspar 
Unterweger
Running time: 45 Min (without intermission) 
Admission: 10/ discounted 5 euros



5.45 pm | Spinnbau, Ostflügel

DER HÄSSLICHE
Comedy by Marius von Mayenburg

Akademie für Darstellende Künste Bayern, Germany
Performance in German with English surtitles

Engineer Lette has made a ground-breaking invention - but he is not 
supposed to present it himself. The reason: his appearance. For the 
first time, he is told that he is ‘too ugly’. His wife also agrees. Out of a 
desire for recognition, Lette undergoes cosmetic surgery - with success. 
He is admired, celebrated and copied. But with his new face, a gradu-
al dissolution of his identity begins.
Der Hässliche (The Ugly One) is a bitter social satire about the pressure 
to optimise, self-perception and the hunt for perfection. Ole Heimer-
dinger's production ends where it all began - on the operating table.

Director: Ole Heimerdinger; Performers: Luca Chizzali, Sophia 
Antonia, Philipp Franck, Manuel Schmid
Running time: 55 Min (without intermission)
Admission: 10/ discounted 5 euros



7.30 pm | Spinnbau, Große Bühne

SPEISEWAGEN
A European train comedy

Činoherní studio města Ústí nad Labem, Czech Republic
Performance in Czech with German and English surtitles

The stated delay time may change!
A dining car on the Prague-Hamburg line: white tablecloths, draught 
beer, fleeting encounters. People have been celebrating since the 
morning - slightly tipsy, melancholic, full of little longings. It is in this 
setting that Speisewagen (Dining car) unfolds - a world premiere in the 
rhythm of the timetable, staged by the author himself.
The multi-award-winning comedy was created by Činoherní studio 
města  Ústí nad Labem, a Czech regional theatre with a focus on young 
drama and Czech premieres. 

Written and directed by: David Šiktanc; Set design: Nikola Tempír, 
Zuzana Štěpančíková; Costumes: Simona Pekařová; Dramaturgy:
Kateřina Součková; Music: Michal Vejskal; Choreography: Barbora 
Nechanická; Performers: Andrea Uhlík Berecková, Lukáš Černoch, 
Adam Ernest, Barbora Váchová, Jan Plouhar, Klára Suchá 
Running time: 1 h 15 Min (without intermission)
Admission: 16/ discounted 8 euros

9.00 pm | Spinnbau, Hauptfoyer 
NACHTSCHICHT  

AFTER-SHOW PARTY
Admission free!
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